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Proposed Action and�Alternatives 

%3$·V�SURSRVHG�DFWLRQ�LV�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�SRZHU�SXUFKDVH�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�
LQWHUFRQQHFWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV�WR�DFTXLUH�DQG�WUDQVPLW�XS�WR����D0:��XS�WR�DERXW�����0:��RI�
RXWSXW�IURP�WKH�SURSRVHG�0DLGHQ�:LQG�)DUP��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�GHYHORSHG�WR�JHQHUDWH�XS�WR�
����0:1���%HQWRQ�DQG�<DNLPD�&RXQWLHV·�SURSRVHG�DFWLRQ�LV�WR�JUDQW�&RQGLWLRQDO�8VH�
3HUPLWV��&83V��DQG�RWKHU�UHTXLUHG�SHUPLWV�IRU�IXOO�EXLOG�RXW�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
UHTXLUH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�XS�WR�����ZLQG�WXUELQHV�IRU�D�����0:�SURMHFW��

7KLV�(,6�HYDOXDWHV�WZR�DOWHUQDWLYHV³WKH�3URSRVHG�$FWLRQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�SDUW�RU�DOO�RI�
WKH�SURSRVHG�SURMHFW�ZRXOG�EH�EXLOW���6HFWLRQ������DQG�1R�$FWLRQ��6HFWLRQ��������%3$�ZRXOG�
QRW�SXUFKDVH�RU�WUDQVPLW�SRZHU�IURP�WKH�SURMHFW�XQGHU�WKH�1R�$FWLRQ�$OWHUQDWLYH�DQG�LW�LV�
WKHUHIRUH�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�SURMHFW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG���6HFWLRQ�����GHVFULEHV�VHYHUDO�
DOWHUQDWLYHV�WKDW�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�EXW�HOLPLQDWHG�IURP�GHWDLOHG�HYDOXDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�(,6��

2.1 Proposed Project 

2.1.1 Overview 
:DVKLQJWRQ�:LQGV�,QF���WKH�SURMHFW�GHYHORSHU��SURSRVHV�WR�FRQVWUXFW�DQG�RSHUDWH�XS�WR�
����0:�RI�ZLQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DW�WKH�SURSRVHG�0DLGHQ�:LQG�)DUP�VLWH�LQ�%HQWRQ�DQG�<DNLPD�
&RXQWLHV��:DVKLQJWRQ��VHH�)LJXUH����������'HYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURMHFW�OLNHO\�ZRXOG�
RFFXU�LQ�VWDJHV���7KH�LQLWLDO�VWDJH�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�LQYROYH�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�DQG�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�XS�WR�
���D0:��XS�WR�DERXW�����0:��RI�ZLQG�WXUELQHV���6XEVHTXHQW�VWDJHV��ZKLFK�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�
EH�XQGHUWDNHQ��FRXOG�GHYHORS�DOO�RU�SDUW�RI�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�0:V�DW�WKH�0DLGHQ�:LQG�)DUP�
VLWH���$OWKRXJK�WKH�IXOO�����0:�RI�SRZHU�PD\�QRW�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG��WKLV�(,6�HYDOXDWHV�LPSDFWV�
RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURMHFW�DW�IXOO�EXLOG�RXW�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�����0:��

7KH�SHUPDQHQW�SURMHFW�IRRWSULQW��IRU�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��ZRXOG�RFFXS\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
����DFUHV�IRU�ZLQG�WXUELQHV��DFFHVV�URDGV��VXEVWDWLRQV��DQG�RWKHU�IDFLOLWLHV���$SSUR[LPDWHO\�
������DFUHV�ZRXOG�EH�WHPSRUDULO\�RFFXSLHG�GXULQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�E\�IDFLOLWLHV�VXFK�DV�VWDJLQJ�
DUHDV��HTXLSPHQW�OD\GRZQ�DUHDV��DQG�URFN�TXDUULHV���8S�WR�����ZLQG�WXUELQHV�ZRXOG�EH�
DUUDQJHG�LQ�QXPHURXV�¶¶VWULQJV··�IRU�D�PD[LPXP�RI�DERXW����WRWDO�PLOHV�RI�WXUELQH�VWULQJV�
�VHH�)LJXUH����������7KH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�WXUELQHV�ZRXOG�UDQJH�IURP�DERXW�����IHHW�WR�����IHHW��
GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�WXUELQH�VL]H�VHOHFWHG���7R�DFFHVV�DQG�VHUYLFH�WKH�ZLQG�WXUELQHV�DQG�RWKHU�
IDFLOLWLHV�DW�WKH�VLWH��XS�WR������PLOHV�RI�H[LVWLQJ�SULYDWH�URDGV�ZRXOG�EH�LPSURYHG��DQG�XS�WR�
�����PLOHV�RI�QHZ�DFFHVV�URDGV�ZRXOG�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG���8S�WR�WKUHH�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�
PDLQWHQDQFH��2	0��EXLOGLQJV��HDFK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������VTXDUH�IHHW�RQ���DFUH�VLWHV��ZRXOG�
EH�FRQVWUXFWHG�DW�WKH�VLWH��

������������������������������������������������������
1 Washington Winds Inc. has submitted a request to BPA for up to 400 MW of transmission services, yet has submitted 
Conditional Use Permit applications to Benton and Yakima Counties for a project that could generate up to 494 MW.  For the 
purposes of this EIS, 494 MW is considered the maximum amount of power that could be generated by the proposed project. 
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Figure 2.1-2

Maiden Wind Farm EIS
Proposed Project
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